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Positions

2025 – present

2022 – 2025

2019

2018 – 2019

2016 – 2022

Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Department of Economics and Business
Associate Professor

Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Department of Economics and Business
Assistant Professor

IESE Business School, Strategic Management Department
Visiting Professor

Technical University of Munich, TUM School of Management
Interim Professor for Technology Management

Max Planck Institute for Innovation and Competition
Senior Research Fellow

Further Affiliations

2023 – present

2022 – present

2022 – present

Barcelona School of Management
Affiliated Professor

Barcelona School of Economics
Affiliated Professor

Max Planck Institute for Innovation and Competition
Affiliated Research Fellow

Education

2015

2014

2013

2010

2010

2009

Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich, Munich School of Management,
Ph.D. in Management, summa cum laude

Stanford University, Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research,
Research Visit

International Max Planck Research School for Competition and Innovation,
Postgraduate Studies in Economics, Law and Management

London School of Economics and Political Science,
M.Sc. in Management, Organisations and Governance, with distinction

Center for Digital Technology and Management (CDTM),
Honours Degree in Technology Management

Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich, Munich School of Management,
B.Sc. in Business Administration

mailto:fabian.gaessler@upf.edu
http://www.upf.edu/web/econ/faculty
http://www.fabiangaessler.com


Research

My research is positioned at the intersection of innovation and strategic management, with a particular
focus on intellectual property rights, knowledge production, and new technologies. I employ empirical
research methods to analyze quantitative data from primary and secondary sources and aim to establish
causal relationships through original empirical strategies.

Journal Articles

1. Poege, F., F. Gaessler, K. Hoisl, D. Harhoff, and M. Dorner (2026): Filling the Gap: The Conse-
quences of Collaborator Loss in Corporate R&D, Management Science, 72(2):1616-1635.

2. Baruffaldi, S., and F. Gaessler (2026): The Returns to Physical Capital in Knowledge Production:
Evidence from Lab Disasters, American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 18(1): 248-285.

3. Gaessler, F., D. Harhoff, S. Sorg, and G. von Graevenitz (2025): Patents, Freedom to Operate, and
Follow-on Innovation: Evidence from Post-Grant Opposition, Management Science, 71(2):1315-
1334.

4. Danzer, A., C. Feuerbaum, and F. Gaessler (2024): Labor Supply and Automation Innovation: Evi-
dence from an Allocation Policy, Journal of Public Economics, 235: 105136.

5. Gaessler, F., and H. Piezunka (2023): Training with AI – Evidence from Chess Computers, Strategic
Management Journal, 44(11): 2724-2750.

6. Brachtendorf, L., F. Gaessler, and D. Harhoff (2023): Truly Standard-Essential Patents? A Semantics-
Based Analysis, Journal of Economics & Management Strategy, 32(1): 132-157.

7. Gaessler, F., and S. Wagner (2022): Patents, Data Exclusivity, and the Development of New Drugs,
The Review of Economics and Statistics, 104(3): 571-586.

8. Gaessler, F., B. H. Hall, and D. Harhoff (2021): Should There Be Lower Taxes on Patent Income?,
Research Policy, 50(1): Article 104129.

9. Poege, F., D. Harhoff, F. Gaessler, and S. Baruffaldi (2019): Science Quality and the Value of Inven-
tions, Science Advances, 5(12): 1-8.

10. Contreras, J., F. Gaessler, C. Helmers, and B. J. Love (2017): Litigation of Standards-essential
Patents in Europe: A Comparative Analysis, Berkeley Technology Law Journal, 32(4): 1457-1488.

11. Cremers, K., M. Ernicke, F. Gaessler, D. Harhoff, C. Helmers, L. McDonagh, P. Schliessler, and N.
van Zeebroeck (2017): Patent Litigation in Europe, European Journal of Law and Economics, 44(1):
1-44.

12. Cremers, K., F. Gaessler, D. Harhoff, C. Helmers, and Y. Lefouili (2016): Invalid but Infringed? An
Analysis of the Bifurcated Patent Litigation System, Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization,
131(Part A): 218-242.
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https://pubsonline.informs.org/doi/10.1287/mnsc.2022.03045
https://pubsonline.informs.org/doi/10.1287/mnsc.2022.03045
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/app.20220629&from=f
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/app.20220629&from=f
https://pubsonline.informs.org/doi/full/10.1287/mnsc.2019.02294
https://pubsonline.informs.org/doi/full/10.1287/mnsc.2019.02294
https://pubsonline.informs.org/doi/full/10.1287/mnsc.2019.02294
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0047272724000720
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0047272724000720
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/smj.3512
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/smj.3512
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jems.12500
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jems.12500
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article-abstract/104/3/571/97736/Patents-Data-Exclusivity-and-the-Development-of
https://direct.mit.edu/rest/article-abstract/104/3/571/97736/Patents-Data-Exclusivity-and-the-Development-of
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048733320302043
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048733320302043
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/advances/5/12/eaay7323.full.pdf
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/advances/5/12/eaay7323.full.pdf
https://btlj.org/data/articles2017/vol32/32_4/Contreras_web.pdf
https://btlj.org/data/articles2017/vol32/32_4/Contreras_web.pdf
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10657-016-9529-0
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10657-016-9529-0
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167268116301640
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167268116301640
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167268116301640


Working Papers

13. Gaessler, F., and Y. Lefouili: What to Buy when Forum Shopping? Determinants of Court Selection
in Patent Litigation.

14. Byrski, D., F. Gaessler, and M. Higgins: Limits to the Division of Innovative Labor: Evidence from
the Pharmaceutical Industry.

Work in Progress

15. Byrski, D., S. Baruffaldi, and F. Gaessler: Fire and Mice: The Effect of Supply Shocks on the Inno-
vation Value Chain.

16. Gaessler, F., C. Helmers, and G. Pellegrino: Are Patents Conducive to Innovation? Evidence from
German Reunification.

17. Gaessler, F.: Mapping the Problem Space of Innovation.

Other Publications

18. Fišar, M., B. Greiner, C. Huber, E. Katok, A. Ozkes, and the Management Science Reproducibility
Collaboration (2024): Reproducibility in Management Science, Management Science, 70(3): 1343-
1356.

19. Brachtendorf, L., F. Gaessler, and D. Harhoff (2020): Approximating the Standard Essentiality of
Patents – A Semantics-Based Analysis, EPO Academic Research Programme, Final Report.

20. Poege, F., D. Harhoff, F. Gaessler, and S. Baruffaldi (2020): Excellence Breeds Invention. The Most
Highly Cited Papers Feature in the Most Valuable Patents, Research Europe.

21. Dorner, M., D. Harhoff, F. Gaessler, K. Hoisl, and F. Poege (2018): Linked Inventor Biography Data
1980-2014, FDZ Data Report 03/2018.

22. European Commission (2018): Study on the Legal Aspects of Supplementary Protection Certificates
in the EU – Final Report, Ref. Ares(2018)2748080.

23. Love, B. J., C. Helmers, F. Gaessler, and M. Ernicke (2017): Patent Assertion Entities in Europe,
Book chapter in Patent Assertion Entities and Competition Policy, Cambridge University Press.

24. Gaessler, F. (2016): Enforcing and Trading Patents – Evidence for Europe, Book, Springer Gabler.
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http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2931351
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2931351
https://pubsonline.informs.org/doi/epdf/10.1287/mnsc.2023.03556
http://documents.epo.org/projects/babylon/eponet.nsf/0/FD9B4950FFA72013C125867D0059FFAD/\protect \T1\textdollar File/ARP2018_Harhoff_en.pdf
http://documents.epo.org/projects/babylon/eponet.nsf/0/FD9B4950FFA72013C125867D0059FFAD/\protect \T1\textdollar File/ARP2018_Harhoff_en.pdf
https://www.researchprofessional.com/0/rr/news/europe/views-of-europe/2020/1/Excellence-breeds-invention.html
https://www.researchprofessional.com/0/rr/news/europe/views-of-europe/2020/1/Excellence-breeds-invention.html
http://doku.iab.de/fdz/reporte/2018/DR_03-18_EN.pdf
http://doku.iab.de/fdz/reporte/2018/DR_03-18_EN.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/29524
http://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/29524
http://www.cambridge.org/de/academic/subjects/law/competition-law/patent-assertion-entities-and-competition-policy?format=HB&isbn=9781107124257
http://www.cambridge.org/de/academic/subjects/law/competition-law/patent-assertion-entities-and-competition-policy?format=HB&isbn=9781107124257
http://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783658133740


Awards and Fellowships

2026 – present

2024 – present

2024

2024

2023

2020

2020

2018

2017 – 2022

2017

2017

2017

2008 – 2011

2007 – 2009

Member of the Committee for Industrial Economics.

Ramón y Cajal Fellowship, Spanish Ministry of Science and Innovation.

Industry & Innovation Best Reviewer Award.

Positive six-year research evaluation for 2016–2021, AQU Catalunya.

Industry & Innovation Best Reviewer Award.

Academy of Management Annual Meeting Best Paper Proceedings (2x).

Academy of Management TIM Division’s Best Paper Award (nominated).

Academy of Management Annual Meeting Best Paper Proceedings.

Co-opted member, Collaborative Research Center Transregio “Rationality and Com-
petition” (CRC TRR 190).

Otto Hahn Medal awarded by the Max Planck Society for outstanding scientific
achievements.

Academy of Management Annual Meeting Best Paper Proceeding.

Academy of Management TIM Division’s Best Paper Award (nominated).

Member of the Elite Network of Bavaria.

Dean’s List, Munich School of Management, Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich.

Grants

2026 – present

2026 – present

2023 – 2026

2018 – 2019

2017 – 2019

Principal investigator, Leonardo Grant for Scientific Research and Cultural Creation:
Mapping the Problem Space of Innovation, 49,560 EUR.

Collaborator, Plan Estatal de Investigación Científica y Técnica y de Innovación: Com-
petition, Innovation and Sustainability: Theory, Evidence and Policy (AEI-PID2025-
176291NB-I00) (with Albert Banal-Estañol and Rosa Ferrer as principal investiga-
tors), 180,000 EUR (total).

Collaborator, Plan Estatal de Investigación Científica y Técnica y de Innovación: Com-
petition, Innovation, and Sustainability (AEI-PID2022-140014NB-I00) (with Albert
Banal-Estañol and Rosa Ferrer as principal investigators), 129,250 EUR (total).

Co-Principal investigator, EPO Academic Research Programme Grant: Approximating
the Standard Essentiality of Patents – A Semantics-Based Analysis (with D. Harhoff),
34,175 EUR (share).

Co-Principal investigator, DFG Grant: The Effects of Inventor Mobility on Productivity
in Agglomerations and Teams – Evidence Based on Linked Inventor-Biography Data
(with J. Heining and K. Hoisl), 100,940 EUR (share).

4

https://journals.aom.org/doi/pdf/10.5465/AMBPP.2020.81
http://tim.aom.org
http://journals.aom.org/doi/10.5465/AMBPP.2018.269
http://rationality-and-competition.de/projects/b-firms/b04/
http://rationality-and-competition.de/projects/b-firms/b04/
http://www.ip.mpg.de/en/the-institute/institute-news/fabian-gaessler-receives-otto-hahn-medal-of-the-max-planck-society.html
http://www.ip.mpg.de/en/the-institute/institute-news/fabian-gaessler-receives-otto-hahn-medal-of-the-max-planck-society.html
http://journals.aom.org/doi/abs/10.5465/ambpp.2017.302
http://tim.aom.org/2017/08/atlanta-2017-tim-program-highlights/#more-721
http://www.redleonardo.es/noticias/adjudicadas-becas-leonardo-investigacion-cientifica-creacion-cultural-2026/
http://www.redleonardo.es/noticias/adjudicadas-becas-leonardo-investigacion-cientifica-creacion-cultural-2026/
http://www.aei.gob.es/sites/default/files/convocatory_info/file/2026-07/PID2025-PRP-Texto%2BAnexos-firmado.pdf
http://www.aei.gob.es/sites/default/files/convocatory_info/file/2026-07/PID2025-PRP-Texto%2BAnexos-firmado.pdf
http://www.aei.gob.es/sites/default/files/convocatory_info/file/2026-07/PID2025-PRP-Texto%2BAnexos-firmado.pdf
http://www.aei.gob.es/sites/default/files/convocatory_info/file/2026-07/PID2025-PRP-Texto%2BAnexos-firmado.pdf
http://www.aei.gob.es/sites/default/files/convocatory_info/file/2023-07/PID2022-ContratosPredoctorales-PRP.pdf
http://www.aei.gob.es/sites/default/files/convocatory_info/file/2023-07/PID2022-ContratosPredoctorales-PRP.pdf
http://www.aei.gob.es/sites/default/files/convocatory_info/file/2023-07/PID2022-ContratosPredoctorales-PRP.pdf
http://www.epo.org/en/learning/learning-resources-profile/universities-research-centres-and-technology-transfer-centres/academic-research-programme/completed-research-projects
http://www.epo.org/en/learning/learning-resources-profile/universities-research-centres-and-technology-transfer-centres/academic-research-programme/completed-research-projects
http://www.epo.org/en/learning/learning-resources-profile/universities-research-centres-and-technology-transfer-centres/academic-research-programme/completed-research-projects
http://gepris.dfg.de/gepris/projekt/329144242?language=en
http://gepris.dfg.de/gepris/projekt/329144242?language=en
http://gepris.dfg.de/gepris/projekt/329144242?language=en


Invited Presentations

2026

2025

2024

2023

2021

2020

2019

2018

2017

Copenhagen Business School, Max Planck Institute for Innovation and Competition
(Munich), TECHNIS webinar (virtual), KU Leuven [scheduled].

European Commission Joint Research Centre (Sevilla), University of Colorado Boul-
der, Boston University.

Université du Luxembourg.

University of Granada, Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna.

HEC Lausanne, IE Business School, Universidad Carlos III de Madrid, Universitat
Pompeu Fabra.

ESMT Berlin.

Universidad Carlos III de Madrid, IESE Business School, Universitat Pompeu Fabra,
Ecole polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne, ESADE, ESMT Berlin, ZEW Mannheim.

NBER (Boston), Université de Liège.

Technical University of Munich, KU Leuven, Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich.

Workshop and Conference Presentations * indicates discussions

2026

2025

2024

2023

2022

2021

Meeting of the Committee for Industrial Economics (Munich), BSE Summer Forum
Entrepreneurship Workshop (Barcelona)*, 11th Summer School on Data and Algo-
rithms for Science, Technology & Innovation Studies (SKEMA, Nice) [scheduled].

Munich Summer Institute*, Strategy Science Conference (Barcelona), 10th European
Conference on Corporate R&D and Innovation CONCORDi 2025 (Sevilla), Scientific
Symposium “Innovation Research in Disruptive Times” (Munich).

REGIS Summer School (Universidad Carlos III de Madrid), 7th Research on Innova-
tion, Science and Entrepreneurship Workshop (Munich)*.

Workshop “Organizing Innovation for the Global Talent Race” (University of Amster-
dam), DRUID23 Conference (NOVA School of Business and Economics), BSE Summer
Forum Entrepreneurship Workshop (Barcelona)*, Academy of Management Annual
Meeting (Boston), 21st Barcelona School of Economics Trobada (Institut d’Estudis
Catalans, Barcelona), 6th Research on Innovation, Science and Entrepreneurship
Workshop (Munich)*.

Winter Strategy Conference (University of Utah), “Future of Patent Litigation in Eu-
rope: Setting the Scene” Roundtable (CEIPI, Strasbourg), 9th ZEW/MaCCI Confer-
ence on the Economics of Innovation and Patenting (ZEW Mannheim), Innovation
Information Initiative Technical Working Group (NBER, Boston), 5th Research on
Innovation, Science and Entrepreneurship Workshop (Munich)*.

“Mechanisms, Governance, and Policy Impact of SEP Determination Approaches” Re-
search Roundtable (virtual), IP and Innovation Seminar (virtual), DRUID21 Confer-
ence (Copenhagen Business School), Strategy, Entrepreneurship and Innovation Fac-
ulty Workshop (ESADE, Barcelona), European Policy for Intellectual Property Annual
Conference (Madrid), Academy of Management Annual Meeting (virtual), Annual
Doctoral Workshop (Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna, Pisa – virtual)*, Annual Confer-
ence of the Mannheim Centre for Competition and Innovation (Mannheim).
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2020

2019

2018

2017

2016

2015

2014

VfS Annual Conference (University of Cologne – virtual), Academy of Management
Annual Meeting (Vancouver – virtual), IP Day 2020: Intellectual Property and Tech-
nology Markets (Boston University – virtual), 82nd Annual Business Researcher
(VHB) Conference (Frankfurt – virtual).

2nd Research on Innovation, Science and Entrepreneurship Workshop (Munich)*,
19th Annual REER Conference (Georgia Tech), MaCCI Law & Economics Conference
on Intellectual Property Proceedings (Mannheim), “How Knowledge Flows” Stifter-
verband/ZEW Workshop (Berlin), Conference of the European Association for Re-
search in Industrial Economics (Barcelona), Academy of Management Annual Meet-
ing (Boston), 12th Annual Innovation Economics Conference (Northwestern Univer-
sity), Munich Summer Institute*, 8th ZEW/MaCCI Conference on the Economics
of Innovation and Patenting (ZEW Mannheim), Workshop on Patent Rights (ETH
Zurich).

Workshop on Intellectual Property (Université du Luxembourg), IP Statistics for De-
cision Makers Conference (Alicante), SFB Competition and Rationality Workshop
(Ohlstadt), European Policy for Intellectual Property Annual Conference (ESMT
Berlin), Academy of Management Annual Meeting (Chicago), EPIP NPE/PAE Work-
shop 2018 (Université de Bordeaux), Barcelona GSE Workshop on Economics of
Science and Innovation (Barcelona), DRUID18 Conference (Copenhagen Business
School).

European Policy for Intellectual Property Annual Conference (Université de Bor-
deaux), Conference of the European Association for Research in Industrial Economics
(Maastricht University), Academy of Management Annual Meeting (Atlanta), Sum-
mer School on Taxation and R&D (University of Mannheim), DRUID17 Conference
(New York University), Munich Summer Institute (Munich), Strategy, Entrepreneur-
ship and Innovation Faculty Workshop (IE Business School, Madrid), 7th ZEW/MaCCI
Conference on the Economics of Innovation and Patenting (ZEW Mannheim), SFB
Competition and Rationality Workshop (Berlin), “European Intellectual Property
Rights and Jurisdiction in Need of a Grand Design?” MPI Workshop (Harnackhaus,
Berlin).

European Policy for Intellectual Property Annual Conference (University of Oxford),
Ninth Annual Conference on Innovation Economics (Northwestern University)*, Mu-
nich Summer Institute (Munich)*, CEPR/JIE School on Applied Industrial Organiza-
tion (University College London).

European Policy for Intellectual Property Annual Conference (University of Glasgow),
Conference of the European Association for Research in Industrial Economics (Ludwig
Maximilian University of Munich), 6th ZEW/MaCCI Conference on the Economics
of Innovation and Patenting (ZEW Mannheim), “Economic Analysis of Litigation”
Workshop (Università di Torino), “2nd International Meeting in Law & Economics”
Workshop (Paris 2-Panthéon-Assas).

Conference of the European Association for Research in Industrial Economics (Boc-
coni, Milan), Munich Conference on Innovation and Competition (Castle Ringberg),
“Transatlantic Workshop on Intellectual Property Research” Workshop (ETH Zurich),
“Comparative Patent Litigation in Europe and Evidence on Bifurcation” Workshop at
the Chartered Institute of Patent Attorneys (CIPA, London).
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Professional Activities

Academic Service

2024 – present

2023 – present

2022 – 2023

2022

2021

2020

2019

2018

Co-organizer of the Economics of Science and Innovation Workshop at the BSE Sum-
mer Forum.

Board member of the European Policy for Intellectual Property (EPIP) Association.

Advisory board member for the European Commission study “Economic Impact As-
sessment of SEPs.”

Member of the Scientific Committee of the 9th ZEW/MaCCI Conference on the Eco-
nomics of Innovation and Patenting.

Co-organizer of the Academy of Management Professional Development Workshop
“Advances in Patent Research: New Data, Measures, and Methods.”

Co-organizer of the 14th Workshop on the Organisation, Economics and Policy of
Scientific Research.

Co-organizer of the Academy of Management Professional Development Workshop
“Advances in Patent Research: New Data, Measures, and Methods.”

Lecturer at the European Policy for Intellectual Property Annual Conference PhD
Workshop, ESMT Berlin.

Ph.D. Committees

2025

2025

Joseph Emmens, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, external committee member.

Andres Madariaga Espinoza, KU Leuven, external committee member.

Departmental Service

2021 – 2022

2018 – 2020

2017 – 2020

Ombudsperson at the Max Planck Institute for Innovation and Competition.

Mediator in the Human Sciences Section of the Max Planck Society.

Representative to the Human Sciences Section of the Scientific Committee of the Max
Planck Society.

Public Service

2022 – present Member of the Advisory Board for the “T!Raum” funding initiative of the German
Federal Ministry of Education and Research.

Refereeing

Journals: Management Science, Organization Science, Strategic Management Journal, Strategy Science,
American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, European Economic Review, Journal of Political Economy,
Journal of the European Economic Association, Journal of Economics & Management Strategy, Journal
of Business Venturing, Journal of Management Studies, Research Policy, Science Advances, Strategic En-
trepreneurship Journal, Industrial and Corporate Change, Applied Economics Letters, Economics of Innova-
tion and New Technology, European Journal of Law and Economics, European Management Review, Finance
Research Letters, Health Affairs, Health Policy, Industry & Innovation, International Journal of Technology
Management, Journal of Empirical Legal Studies, Journal of Public Economic Theory, Scientometrics, World
Patent Information.
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https://bse.eu/summer-forum/workshop-economics-science-innovation
http://www.epip.eu
http://patentpdw.wordpress.com/workshops/
https://www.ip.mpg.de/en/research/innovation-and-entrepreneurship-research/woepsr2020.html
https://www.ip.mpg.de/en/research/innovation-and-entrepreneurship-research/woepsr2020.html
http://patentpdw.wordpress.com/workshops/


Research grants: German Research Foundation (DFG).

Publishers: Cambridge University Press, Palgrave Macmillan.

Conferences: Academy of Management Annual Meeting 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2023, DRUID Con-
ference 2019, 2020, 2021, 2023 and 2026, EPIP Conference 2014 and 2015, Munich Summer Institute
2017, 2018 and 2019, SMS Annual Conference 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023, Strategy Science Conference
2025.

Editorial Review Board: Industry & Innovation (2025 – 2026).

Associate Editor: Industry & Innovation (2026 – present).

Teaching

Universitat Pompeu Fabra

2025 – 2026

2023 – 2024

Strategic Management I.

Microeconomics I.

Barcelona School of Management

2024 – 2026 Business Plan and Master’s Thesis Supervision.

Barcelona School of Economics

2024 – 2026 Master’s Project Supervision.

Munich Intellectual Property Law Center

2016 – 2025 Introduction to Microeconomics (hybrid 2020 – 2025).

Technical University of Munich

2018 – 2019

2018 – 2019

2018

Technology and Innovation Management.

Empirical Research Methods.

Empirical Research in Management and Economics.

Last updated: July 2026
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